
Honourable Chair, Excellencies, fellow delegates, It is an honour to address you 
as Austria’s 12th Youth Delegate to the United Nations.  

Young persons, in all their diversity, face intersecting barriers that demand 
urgent action . Gender -based violence, stigma and exclusion from decision -
making persist; young persons with disabilities still encounter barriers to access; 
and young refugees rebuild their lives in new communities. For countless young 
persons, financial uncertainty , despite honest effort,  remains a daily reality  - 
proof that all work must be decent work and therefore fairly remunerated . 
These pressures are multiplied by the triple planetary crisis of climate 
disruption, biodiversity loss and pollution; inequality, insecurity and 
environmental breakdown reinforce one another, with our generation bearing 
the first and hardest costs.  

A 17 -year -old who fled conflict  - now at home in Austria  - told me: “I don’t care 
about politics; they should just end war.” His words show that even those who 
feel distant from these halls share the same non -negotiable expectations: 
uphold human rights without exception and  prevent and end war.  

My generation refuses to wait for permission to act. Across communities and 
borders, we organise with  limited means but firm resolve, and we insist on 
co-decision  - partnership, not tokenism  - where our futures are decided.  

Last year , this Assembly adopted the Pact for the Future  - a landmark outcome 
that young people helped shape through ideas, text and cross -regional 
coalitions. Its implementation is now a shared responsibility.  

As we mark eighty years of the UN, ten years of the 2030 -Agenda and of 
Resolution 2250, and thirty years since the World Social Summit, the test is in  
the delivery: protect children in armed -conflict, place youth at the heart of 
peace, security and sustainable development and confront widening inequality.  

To achieve these goals, Member States should embed youth -led monitoring 
across the 2030 Agenda, Pact for the Future and Financing for Development; 
develop, enact and implement national Youth, Peace and Security action plans 
co-created with youth; ratify th e Third Optional Protocol to the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child  - granting every child a legal pathway to justice; and 
direct transformative resources to tackle inequality, safeguard children and 
young persons from poverty, and address the triple pl anetary crisis at its roots.  

Young persons do not need slogans; they expect concrete steps recorded in 
budgets, laws and timelines  - and a seat in deciding and delivering them. They 
have entrusted the international community with these duties. Let us fulfil 
them.  

 


